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THE 


PRACTICE 
PAWNBROKERS 


Proved to be injurious to | 


PRI AWNBROKING isa Trade, 
ſo miſchievous in its Conſequen- 
oss to particular Perſons and fo 
ENCE prejudicial to the Publick in 
al, that it's ſurprizing that 

any one thould undertake to defend it ; much 
leſs to uſe all practicable Methods of promo- 
ting its Intereſt, vindicating its Reputation, 
and giving it a Kind of Credit in the World 
dy I in the News- papers. Is it not 
enough that theſe Traders in Iniquity can 
oppreſs the Poor, and raiſe Eſtates without 
running the leaſt Hazard, and bid the Law 
Defiance, fince very few of thoſe who are 
fo unhappy as to deal with them, chuſe to 
put themſelves to the Expence of a Proſe- 


. 


cution 


(2) 
cation for Extortion and illegal Intereſt, be- 
cauſe by ſo doing they expoſe their own 
Weakneſs, or at laſt their Neceſſities, in 
having to do with ſuch People. Beſides, 
there is ſuch a ſtrong Combination be- 
tween. theſe Brethren in Iniquity, that 
whenever one of them is attacked he is ſup- 


ported by the whole Body, who make it 


a common Cauſe, as well as common 
Purſe to defend it; fo that it is, in a Man- 
ner, as ſafe to take a Bull by the Horns, as 
to meddle with any of them, or thruſting 
your Hand inro a Hornet's Neſt and not 
immediatly have a whole Swarg of them 
about Ears. But that theſe Gentlemen 
have the Vanity, or rather the Impu- 
- to el themſelves off in * 
aper, as have lately done, ſeems to 
2. moſt aſtoniſhing Thing in the 
World. Can't they be contented to carry 
on their iniquitous Practices privately, and 
among themſelves, and be fatisfied to be 
known only to thoſe who are ſo unfortu- 
nate as to deal with them ; but like Quack- 
Doctors, muſt publiſh their Names and 
Places of Abode, that the afflicted ma 
know where to apply for a Remedy for 
their Ils. This appears evident, not only 
from this Inſtance of publiſhing themſelves, 
but likewiſe from a late Pamphlet entitled, 
An Apology for Pawnbroking. Which is 
in other Words to fay, An Apology for 
being lawleſs. This Pamphlet _— to 
| avs 


(3) 
have its Birth from a Bill read in the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons to re 
Pawnbrokers, which I muſt beg Leave to 
fy infers, that the Trade is lawful, but 
only wants Regulation, which is no further 
the Caſe if at all, than while they are con- 
tent with lawful Intereſt, but as that is not 


proces, ſo neither is it preſum'd to be 
wful; I muſt therefore beg Leave to make 
my Apology on the other Side of the Que- 
ſtion, by giving my Reaſons why they 
_ ought not to be regulated, fince regulating 
33 amounts in this Caſe to ex- 
| _ The _— 
to this End 1s, anſwering 
wy the Pamphlet Wiener call Reaſoning. 
in due Order, and then conclude with ſuch 
further Remarks as are proper to the Sub- 
ject. 


Tux Apologiſt ſets out with aſſerting, 
that Self-defence is the firſt Law of Na- 
ture, and then concludes that neglecting it, 
ks a Sign of Guilt. 


Tr1s Argument equally be us'd 
by honeſt and diſhoneſt Man, but is of 
very different Force and Effect in the two 
Caſes: To defend a righteous Cauſe is lau- 
dable, to defend a bad one is only increa- 
ſing the Wickedneſs ; therefore if to be 
filent is a Token of Guilt, not to be filent 

| B 2 18 
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is a Token of Impudence, and fo much 
the more improves the previous Crime; 
and therefore unleſs the Apologiſt ſhews, 
that 5 of Pawnbroking law. 
ful ; whi never pretends, only 
doubles the Crime he attempts to vindi- 
cate. 


He fu 


ſes a Pawnbroker may be ho- 
e concludes it would be 


Tu Is is really ſuppoſing what is not to 
ſuppos d, unleſs we could diſtinguiſh 
Pawnbroker from the Man, which I | 


7 K 
Loh 
f 
| 
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that Money in competent Sums, 
on fo certain Securities as Pawn- 
s have, is to be commonly borrow'd 
leſs Intereſt. There are many People, 


1 


= 


K 


on 
it remains for the Apologiſt to ſhew 
py what Law, or even for what Reaſon he 
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has a Right to take more than Peo- 
le, always remembering that he who af- 
umes to himſelf a Power of being above 
the Law, muſt in order to bring him to 
his right Senſes be put under the Laſh of 
the Law. | 


He next fi ſome of the Profeſſion 
may be bad and therefore diſclaims 
them, and thence concludes a falutary Re- 
gulation expedient. 

I preſume he means, that ſome willingly 
receive ſtollen Goods, and ſome do not, in 
any other Senſe they are all bad alike, as 
all except one takes the fame illegal Inte- 
reſt ; therefore the only Regulation that can 
be thought of, is to make the receiv] 
of ſtollen Goods Felony, without 
of Clergy. 


Hz next propoſes to prove by mathe- 
_— — — IE IT 18 
wanting by Arguments drawn from Facts, 
Probability, and Analogy, what don't ad- 
mit of any other Kind of Proof. 


As this borders a little u argon, it 
will not be amiſs to help thi — 
learned Apologiſt out, viz. he propoſes to 
prove by igures, that he don't make above 

ine per Cent, and by Facts, Gc. that he 


can't 


(6) 
can't live n leſs, and it will a in 
Os Os of this Gemimens, that bis Ma. 
thematicks and Facts, Sc. are all exactly 
of the ſame Stamp: And this brings us to 
his Second Section, which he introduces 
by a Thing he calls a Poſtulata. 


H1s firſt Poſtulata, as he calls it, begins 
thus: It is no Crime to take Goods in 
Pawn, nor to receive a Premium or Pro- 
fit thereon ſuitable to the Neceſſities of the 


Bagrower. 


By one Statute, as he himſelf has here- 
after ſhewn, it is unlawful to take in Pawns 
at all: And by the Statute of the of 
Queen Anne, it is made unlawful to take 
above Five in the Hundred. Under what 
Head he ranks this Poſtulata I don't know, 
whether under Mathematicks or Facts, &c. 
but it is plainly confuted a Citation of 
the above Statutes, which ſhould be as ter- 
rible in the Sight of a Pawnbroker, as a 
Gibbet to a Thief | 29 1 heard a Law 
Hackney Writer ſay, t attem 
once > was Bare 8 
and that upon the Pawnbroker's opening of 
them he fainted away. This may perhaps 
be only aJoke, but I really don't think there 
is any Thing improbable in it, no more than 
for a Thief to faint away at the Sight of the 
Gallows, which is not uncommon. | | 

N 


(7) 


In Conſequence of his Poſtulata he pro- 

ſes, that to lend One Hundred, or One 
* and Fifty Pounds on Four or Five 
HurndredPledges, requires juſt ſo much more 
Time than to lend it on one, and requires 
more Hnds. 


Tris is in ſome Meaſure, though not 
quite true, but is of little Significance to the 
main Point in Queſtion, which is, by what 
Authority he takes upon himſelf this Kind 
of Dealing; a Thief may ſay it takes him 
up more Time to rob four or five Hundred 
People than one, but docs it follow there - 
fore, that he is intitled to a Licence to rob, 
when the whole is unlawful what matters 
it to compute the Contingencies : If the 
whole was lawful, then it would be to ſome 
Purpoſe to conſider his Calculations, but as 
Matters are at preſent circumſtanc'd its al- 
moſt criminal to reaſon about them ; for 
when a Set of Men take it mto their Heads 
to te unlawful Dealings, their Profit 
7 Loſs is no N 42 of 

Legiſlature, the B is to ſuppreſs 
them; for however hard may think it 
to be rank'd with Thieves, can't take 
it amiſs to be rank'd with Smuglers, who 
both buy and fell their Goods honeſtly in 
the Pawnbrokers Senſe of the Word, run 
infinite Hazards of both their Lives 4 

OTe 


(8) 
Fortunes, with great Pains, Labour and In- 
duſtry, and are in many Senſes to be prefe- 
rably indulg'd ; they make Life cheaper and 
eaſier to thoſe they deal with, the Paun- 
' broker more dear and burthenſome ; yet 
with theſe eſſential Superiorities they are 
— as Felons, whilſt the honeſt 

awnbroker underhand applies to Parlia- 
wich Impun 40 g = 
* ＋ ey, t 
can by the Force Mi Re he is 
juſtly intitled to it. Thus all the Conſe- 
quences drawn from his Poſtulata, are not 
to clear him from being criminal, but only 
to ſhew; that if his Dealing was lawful it 
- which ſhall be parti- 
cularly confider'd in its proper Place. 


Hz xx we ſhall farther conſider him 
ing, that he is oblig'd to contribute in 
with other Traders to the Sup- 
port of the Government. 


Wulcn Fact is abſolutely falſe ; for as 
a Trader he don't pay any Taxes at all, 
whatever he may do as a Conſumer ; nor 
indeed how ſhould he, fince he is not in 
any Senſe a Trader, he buys no freſh Com- 
modities to fell again, and is no more a 
Trader than a Man who ſells his Cloaths, 
which he buys of his Taylor, a Dealer he 


certainly is in the worſt Senſe of the Word, 


fince 


2 3... co. atv Add the to 
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(9) 
ſince his Gain ariſes from the Neceſſities, 
not the Profits of others; which. is the 
ſpecial Mark of a Trader, whoſe Buſineſs 
is to live and let live, and by getting Mo- 
ney, make both thoſe the buy from, and 
ſell to, the richer; and create a 

neral Circulation of Buſineſs. Bat theſe 
— like the Bailiffs and Gipſies, 
have 1 — which they 
reduce into Terms intelligible to none but 
themſelves, and found the Principles of 
H or Diſh „not on the Recti- 
of Things, but on their Over-gain atid 
Lok, and whimſically enough call all Peo- 
le Villains who don't ſuffer themſelves to 
robb'd by them, not conſidering the 
Difference between Neceſſity and voluntary 
acting, If a Man is voluntarily inclin'd to 
give a Baker a Shilling for a Penny-loaf, it 
no Diſhoneſty in Baker to take it, 
he is * a Neceſſity of Credit, 
him one Half. 


the Baker gets is nothing 
e, his Standard of Gain is ſet- 
— "5g and he muſt. not trade any 
and remain un ble: There- 
Pretence of contributing equally 
- Support of the Government, and of 
getting more than other Traders, as he 


expreſſes it, ao and fallacious, 
0 


( 10 ) 
ſo neither · is he intitled to the Protection of 
the Government on thoſe Accounts. 


to the End of living as he pleaſes, it bei 
e : 
Man live by his . 


Wulcn would be very 


Man, a 
This is ſomewhat | 
man's Bill brought in the Exc | 
make his Brother-Rogue account to him 
for the Profits of the Robberies they had 
ara committed on Houn/low-Heath, in 
which he calls to his Aſſiſtance the Juſtice 
of a Court of Equity, under the common 
Cant of a Trader, is reverſing the very 
Reaſon and Common Senſe of Things, and 
turning the Courſe of worldly Affairs quite 
upſide-down, and is equally wicked and 
inſufferable. 3 Þ 


He next concludes thoſe Perſons to be 
highly criminal who borrow Money of 
Paunbroters at illegal Intereſt, and refuſes 


"wo 


re > ade 
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ally wicked. 


(172) 


to pay it, ſince he counter- acts the Truth 
of ſo many ſelf- evident Propoſitions. 


Tunis honeſt Apologiſt is reaſoning in 
the Clouds, and in this as in all his 
ſitions ſees but one Side of the Queſtion, 
which is his own Intereſt. He does not 
conſider, that the chief Rule of Life is to 
obey the Laws which cheriſh and ſupport 
him, and that Diſobedience to the Laws is 
putting onesſelf morally out of their Pro- 
tection, and legally under their Laſh. The 
Queſtion then that follows will plainly be 

him, and which 1s 


the Law which 
mutual and indifferent, or by private Con- 
tracts created by his Neceſſities in direct 
Oppoſition to the Law ? And then, whe- 
rn Ad- 
vantages of ſuch Neceſ 


ities, and thereby 
counter- act the Force of Law, by making 
his own Intereſt the univerſal Standard of 
Right and Wrong ? When this honeſt Man 
can anſwer theſe Things to the Communi- 
ty, whom he glories in abufing, to the 
Laws which he ſets at Defiance, and to 
the Reaſon of Mankind, which he ſeems 
to deſpiſe, it will then be Time enough 
to think of daring to uſe ſuch opprobrious 


Terms, as would even be a little ſhocking, 


were his Principles as juſt as they are re- 


C 2 5 


( 12) 


I AM inform'd the Apologiſt is himſelf 
a Pawnbroker, and verily believe by much 
the moſt learned of Profeſſion, but 
whether in the Courſe of his little Acquiſi- 
tions in Scholarſhip, he attended moſt to 
Words or Senſe, or whether what he ac- 
quir'd at School be abſorb'd in the diffe- 
rent Education in his Profeſſion, which e- 
ſtabliſhes Intereſt to be the Standard of 


Right; he certainly is, in the Light he now 


takes Pains to appear in, only ſuperior to, 
or honeſter than his Brethren, in Propor- 
tion as quaint Phraſes and imaginary Rea- 


ſoning can make him ſo. If he had mo- 


deſtly addreſs d himſelf to the Parliament, 
and only ſhewn the Uſe and Neceſſity of 
taking ſomewhat more Intereſt on ſmall 
Sums than on large, and could have ſhewn 
that they really made a Diſtinction between 
great and ſmall Sums, that they did not 
ſink Inteſtates Goods, or fell any Man's 
without Account, had confeſs'd the Buſi- 
neſs rather than lawful, and pray 
to be eftabliſh'd on Principles mutually juſt 
and laudable, I queſtion not in the leaſt, 
but their Caſe had merited ſome Regard ; 
but to ſet up plundering and oppreſſing, 
firſt, by their own Authority, and then 
impudently preſuming to call the Legiſla; 
ture, Judges and People, a Pack of Knaves 
and Fools, and themſelves innocent Peo- 
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ple, in Defiance of Law, Reaſon and Com- 
If mon Senſe, 1s a little too much to be ſuf- 
h I fer'd, and very juſtly merits an adequate 
it Puniſhment, which I dont doubt he will 
x meet with in the proper Place. In the In- 
to terim, it is moſt materially my Buſineſs to 
oo undeceive the unlearned, whom he chiefly 
-. | intends to impoſe on: His Cant, or if he 
«i pleaſes, what he calls Reaſoning, I con- 
of ceive to be ſufficiently anſwer d already. 
W. He comes now to Facts, which if true are 
very bad, if falſe, only ſo much the worſe, 
oy Proof of them he gives none; and ſeems 
* conſcious that he neither does, nor that any 
o- | Body will believe him, and therefore offers 
at, upon Oath to prove what he aſſerts, and to 
of produce Books. But admitting either to be 
all credited, his higheſt Proof can only amount 
wn to Self- conviction, and what Service that 
en can be of to him, is to me inconceivable. 


* WHrarT he propoſes to is, that he 
n's prove 

111 makes but Nine in the Hundred clear. The 
ray Method he takes to prove it is imaginary, 
uſt and is impoſſible to contradict, but by 
ſt, Circumſtances on the one Part, and by ex- 
d; | poſing his Fallacies on the other. The 
ng, Circumſtances are, that he takes Thirty in 
nen the Hundred by his own ſhowing, that he 
never accounts for the Surplus of Goods 
unredeem'd he don't diſpute. Now that 
he makes two Thirds of this Thirty 1 


of M 


| (14) 


ther true, or he does not underſtand his 


low'd to account for the Intereſt he makes 


oney in Buſineſs, other than what he 
employs it in, for if he keeps Ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds by him, which he has really 


; 


7 


11 


: 


ital 
2 than 
Pounds 
makes 
Whole; 
dead 


[is 


if his Capital and Buſineſs be 
. greater, the Difference will increaſe in 
Proportion. And from hence I conclude, 
that what he means by ſhewing, he makes 
but Nine 4 1 * is by bring- 
ing his ich is laid 
331 
with his Courſe of Buſineſs, which is a Fal- 
lacy only worthy of the Profeſſion. 


Bur 


B. F. 


—8˙ 


— 


F838 8 3554. 


r 


Fg 


8 


gs. 


CEE 


le, 


SNS BEER) 


(15) 


Bo T this is not all; for if it appears 
| that he often makes Intereſt upon Intereſt, * 


Thaxty Sor Con, will grove 20 Thapoe- 


2 

For Example, various 
Things with him for Five Pounds. This 
in a Mon is Two Shillings and Six-pence. 
I go a Day after the Month, and redeem 
Part, I then pay Two Months. Intereſt ; 
which is beſides funk into the 


remaining 
r 242 per Cent. 
and In upon that again of 30 per Cent. 
and this often which is but too 


common, devours all the 
leaves Part to improve again on 
+ mulating Intereſt. 


A remarkable Affair ſomewhat di 
from this, but equally wicked and 
five, happen d a few Years ago to a But- 
cher in St Fames's Market. He every Fri- 
day Morning pledg'd his Silver Tankard 
for Ten Pounds for Money to go to Mar- 
ket, and redeem'd it on Saturday Even- 
ing, in order to have it at Dinner on Sun 
day, and a Month's Intereſt for Two 
Day's Uſe, the Pawnbroker in Time got 
Intereſt equal to the Principal; and in the 
End the poor Butcher dying in Diſtreſs the 
4 ama was ſunk at Four Shillings and 

fer Ounce : And this the honeſt 

Prion a call in their Merriment rating a 
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Hazard and Contingency are not here the 
the Caſe. The Queſtion here is, whether 
a Man who deals on a Principle of Certain- 
os which no Tradeſman can pretend to 
„ has a Right to take more than com- 
mon Intereſt, and he either knows very 
little of Trade, or don't chuſe to conſider, 
that it is liable to 2 9333 
Debts, more particularly on what 
heavy Goods, or high purchas'd Commo- 
dities, which often fall on their Hands, 
and become unſaleable, without loſing con- 
ſiderable; Tares, Piracies, and the Danger 


of the Seas, Sc. Cc. Theſe Things the 


Apologiſt is either ignorant of or wilfully 
forgets ; neither is he clear in his Compu- 
tation of bad Debts, tho* he mentions tha 
Article alone; he is at beſt calculating in 
the Clouds, and can't poſſibly know any 
Thing of the Matter. 


HIsõ periſhable and unperiſhable Goods 
is a Joke, for that is conſider d when he 
lends his Money; and that this is a Fact 
appears from this plain Circumſtance, that 
he always refuſes to account for what he 
ſells, which he would have no Reafon to 
do if he loſt by them, beſides that com- 
mon Senſe dictates, and his Intereſt in and 
Acquaintance with all theſe ſeeming Con- 
tingencic : furniſhes him with ſufficient Rea- 
tons againſt lending ſo much on a Pawn as 
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it will be worth to ſell at all: And there- 
fore what Loſs ariſes from periſhing, falls 
entirely on the poor Borrower, who 1s alone 
in every Reſpect the Sufferer ; ſo that his 
accounting for the different Value of Cloaths 
after made up and before, is as filly as falla- 
cious. 


HE next ſuppoſes, that it is 1 
fible for honeſt and innocent Men, ſuch as 
Pawnbrekers are, to live, while there are 
fuch Things as Judges, Attornies and Sol- 
licitors. One w believe, was not the 
contrary well known, that this Man was 
writing a Burleſque on his own Profeſſion, 
The Truth of -the Matter is, that they u- 
ſually deal with but two Sorts of People. 
The one who are cither too high in Life, or 
aſhamed to do themſelves Juſtice, the other 
fo low and miſerable that they have it not in 
their Power. And ſuch a Thing as cheat- 
ing theſe innocent Pawnbrokers would ne- 
ver happen, were it not for the Aſſiſtance 
ſometimes given by Judges and Pettyfog- 
gers_as he cal's them, 


Axp here the Burleſque grows into 
downright Buffoury. The Apologiſt firſt 


lays down as a Poſtulata, that Paunbro- 


kers have a Right to plunder and oppreſs 
with Impunity diſtinct from the, Reſt of 
Mankind, and comes by Conſequences to 
| ſhew 
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ſhew the Neceſſity of it, which is by pre- 
that with a Thouſand Pound Ca- 
pital, he has a Right to ſpend Three Hun- 
dred and Ninety, and lay up ſeventy-five 
Pounds a-year for Fortunes for Children. 
Thus is turning the Comedy into downright 
Taſte, a0 20 re 
ents a T Ex- 
= 8 
r and to ſhow 
inconſiderate young Fellows who 
* away their Non at Gaming- 
gare eb dae . Wa 
Pound is, when uſefully employ d. 
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An Eftimate of the neceſſary C 


mily in the middling Station 
fi 
and One Maid- ſexvant. 
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READ for Seven Perſons, per 
e 


tter | 1 o 


Sand, Fullers-Earth, Whiting, Smallcoal, 

Brick duſt n 

Ten-Shilling Small beer, a Firkin and a 
Week — 


Quarter pen ere, 
Ale for the Family and Friends 
Coals, between Four and Five Chaldron 

per dumm, may be eftimated at 
Repairs of Houſhold Goods, as Table- 

linen, Bedding, Sheets, and every U- 

ten, for Houthold Occ:fion 


Six Shillings and Two-pence Weekly 
for Seven Perſons, amount to near 
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of a Fa- 


Life, con- 
ſting of a Man, his Wife, Four Children, 
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of all Kinds for the Maſter of ; peel 16 
C Wife, who can't wear much, nor very 


r. 1a pc] heny ears s 
| Four Children, at 7 /. per Ann. for 
5 each Child — 


ſor Four Children, 
to 10 > io e 


— — 


includ; 
to 

for each 8 
may 

» the 
— — 2 and for the Four 


2 to buy Fruit, Toys, c. at 2 5. per 
eek 
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count 2 Pounds a Lear Rent and 
Taxes. | 


culations, 
« find any Flaw, Artifice or $ 
© im upon him at 
he not ſtand amaz 


— ter Es 


© CR 
« Scheme propos 

eſe of mid — Tradeſ- 
* men? Nay, that 1 do not exceed 
1 r 


« Likewiſe that from ſuch Calculation 
e appears the Weakneſs and Abſurdity of 
& ſuch notable Projectors, who are for re- 
5 ein the logerelt to 5 or 10 per Cent. 

« ſince it is impoſſible there with to main 


« tain a Family, Sc. as per Table, and 
8 that what is reckon d Extortion and Op- 

1 2 in them, is laudable in other 
cc en | 


— 


Streu 
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Sucn Cant, Jargon, and Impudence 
would be more aſtoniſhing, did not the 


Generality of Mankind know, that all Peo- 
ple who deal i talk in the fame 


Stile; 8 


that makes 


norable that don't pay him Civil - 
or ſues him n + & 
thinks it very to purſu- 

I ol: oe be a new 
| = Pawnbrokers putting them- 


Euclid, as any Thing can 
which has no Kind of Similitude; } 
could have told him a much nearer Paral- 
lel; without going many Miles out of the 
Way, but me theſe Gentlemen are 
much _ 1 of State; 
than of Ju ee and I 
cant help thinking that it would be a wick- 
ed Thing indeed to reduce Intereſt that was 
never allowed to be taken, or not to ſuffer 


5 J ³¹¹ ot i... % „ A tw a K 0 


erregen 


1K ww O01 ARA TANTRA S ra a 


( 25) 

Extortion or Oppreſſion in them, when it 
is laudable in other People ; but until that 
appears to be Fat, we muſt wave further 
conſidering it, and get on to what he calls 
his fourth Section, which is begun with a 
formidable popular Objection, viz. That 
the Buſineſs gives Harbour and Encourage- 
ment to Thieves, and calls for Proof of 


it. 


I REMEMBER not many Years ago at 


an Election for Members of Parliament a 


certain Prime Miniſter, was put upon ſwear- 
ing as a Voter that he had not receiv'd a 
Bribe; a merry Fellow who ſtood by faid 
the Oath was wrong put, for it ſhould have 
been whether he not given a Bribe. In 
the Caſe above, the Queſtion ſhould not 
have been, whether they harbour'd or en- 
courag d Thieves? But whether they did 
not by Extortion or Oppreſſion make Men 
Thieves? This would have been putting 
the Matter in a fair Light, and given us fair 
play to reaſon on natural Conſequences. 
As it is, we are in a good meaſure bound 
down to Facts, chiefly in his own Power to 
prove, tho' I think there has not been a few 
nſtances of Pawnbrekers receiving ſtollen 
Goods, as he himſelf has remark'd, attend- 
ed with this peculiar Circumſtance, that the 
Court was always fo unjuſt as to make them 
be return'd to the right Owner; and no Bo- 
E dy 
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dy ever preſum'd a Pawrbroker grown emi- 
nent and wealthy by Uſury, would be ſuch 
a Fool as to run the Hazard of loſing his ill- 
got Gain by harbouring Thieves in his own 

ouſe, or knowingly be concern'd with 
them ; but where all are Fiſh that comes to 
Net, ſtollen Goods may moſt eaſily be got 
off, and therefore whether it be done di- 
rectly or indirefly, fo the Conſequences are 
the ſame, it matters not, for ſo long as 
Thieves can get what they ſteal diſpos'd of, 
it is immaterial to the Public which Way it 
is done ; That a Pawnbroker can't enquire 
into this on the receiving every Pledge is 
true, but it is cqually true that he has no 
Right to be a Pawnhreoker, or to receive any 
Goods ſtollen or not, and if he will contra- 
ry to Law do ſuch Buſineſs, can he com- 
plain of being puniſh'd, when he receives 
ſtollen Goods ? No! rather rejoice he is on- 
ly fo puniſh'd, fince it is the Riſque, where- 
on alone he founds his Pretence of Extorſi- 
on and Oppreſſion, for he can never have 
the Affurance to ſay he has a Right to take 
Thirty per Cent. on whit others have aRight 
to take but Five; ſo that Riſque alone is 
plainly the Ground of their Pretence of be- 
ing above the Law, Juſtice, Truth or Ho- 


neſty 


Tuts we would think was ſufficient to 
anſwer all his Nonſenſe and Jargon about 
logical 
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Ingical and illogical, cavilling about what 
no Body living diſputes with him in the 
Manner he ſtates his 3 which is 
lke what moſt People do, who talk and 
anſwer themſelves; for if any Queſtion 
ſhould be ſtated about the Matter, it ſhould 
be ; whether by the very Nature of his 
Bufineſs he can avoid dealing with Thieves ? 
And that has been ſufficiently conſider'd al- 
ready, and fo ſeveral Pages is loſt with talk- 
ing about Nothing, in Conſequence of a 
Queſtion, which I may ſay without a Pun, 
is quite out of the Queſtion, and ſeems on- 


ly inſerted to ſurprize and aſtoniſh the Ig- 


norant with the wonderful Learning of a 
Panzwnbroker, who talks as like a Scholar as 
any Body well can, that is not aScholar, ex- 
cept it be in Scripture Learning, which he 


has quoted and apply'd, infamouſly, and 


ſtupidly enough, which I the more won- 
der at, becauſe I can't conceive that any 
of his Gang ever reads the Bible, tho' they 
may keep it in their Houſes to anſwer the 
ſame Purpoſe as the Mlle Duty of Man in 


a Bawdy-Houſe; and why he thinks it 


will give him Credit amongſt thoſe who do 
read it, is inconceivable, unleſs he preſumes 


they do not underſtand what they read, 


which is not quite a fair Preſumption, and 
therefore whether he comes out of Naza- 
reth, or out of Newgate is immaterial, ſo 
that he follows the Buſincſs of a Pawnbreher, 

E 2 Or 


( 28 ) 
or what is worle is pitch'd upon for his ſu- | 
perior Learning or Honeſty, to be made 
the Tool of his Gang, in order to vindicate 


Extortion and Uſury, in Oppoſition to both 
the Laws of God and Man. 


TRE Apologiſt comes next to ſhew, 
that our Legeſlature when they made a Law 
againſt the Pawnbrokers, likewiſe made a 
Law Witches. This was the Act of 
the Firſt of the Firſt of James the Firſt, 
wherefrom he very wiſely concludes it 15 
be a very ſilly Law; and if that be true, b 
a Parity of reaſoning it may be =. 
that all the Laws of that Reign were e- 


gully filly. It is therefore alike unneceſ- 


to ſhew other than from his own 
Wards, both the Abſurdity and Impudence 
of his Reflections and Concluſions ; and 

inſtead thereof ſhall take the Liberty to 
ſhew him, that in one of the loweſt Go- 
vernments now ſubſifting, a more ſevere 
Law againſt Pawnbrokers yet ſubſiſts than 
that of James the Firſt ; I mean in the Se- 
ven United Provinces; more eſpecially in 
that of Zealand, where they are eſteem' d 
ſo. much worſe than the Common Hang- 
man, that they are not permitted, tho“ he 
is, to receive the Sacrament, which a- 
mongſt Chriſtians is being eſteem'd abſo- 
lutely infamous: And, indeed, the very 
Nature of the Thing ſpeaks itſelf, fince 
the 
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the Chriſtian Religion abſolutely forbids U- 


ſury in any Shape, or by any Perſon. And 
for a Man to be ſuffer d to receive the Sa- 
crament, whoſe Practice is Uſury, is turn- 
ing that folemn Service into Ridicule, which 
the Dutch do not, nor any other Nation 
ought to permit : From hence it a to 
be the Judgment of wiſe Men ; any 
Laws leſs Gone againſt Pawnbrokers are 
weak and defective, and are rather made in 
their Favour than againſt them; and fo the 
Act of James the Firſt ought to be eſteem'd; 
for Example, if in the Nature and Reaſon 
of Things a Man ought to be puniſh'd with 
Death for this or that Crime, and the Law 
only dire&s he ſhall be whipt or pillory'd, 
will the Criminal complain of this Law, 
when it 1s plainly made in his Favour, un- 
leſs he may like the Pawnbroker to 
be at Liberty to be lawleſs : But it is not 
as to Religion only, but Trade is very deep- 
ly affected by this Kind of Dealing, and I 
defy the Apologiſt to ſhew they were ever 
permitted in any general trading Country, 
and it is very poſſible that the Dutch apply 
this Baniſhment of them from the Sacra- 
ment, as one of the ſtrongeſt Barriers againſt 
their breaking in upon Commerce, which 
appears to me in the whole a little unneceſ- 
fary, ſince it is inconceivable to what End 
a Pawnbroker attempts to receive the Sa- 


crament, unleſs it be to cover his Crimes 
: under 
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under the Cloak of Religion, which the 
Dutch perhaps dont chuſe to permit, as it 
may tend to the leading the Ignorant to 
miſtake Rogues for honeſt Men. By what 
the Apologitt ſays himſelf, and by what he 
has quoted, it is very evident they read, and 
in ſome Meaſure underſtand the Bible; but 
to what End, or for what Purpoſe, is in 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things but too 
evident. 


AccorDING to the Apologiſt's Scheme 
laid down from the Beginning to the End 
of this Work, it evidently appears that to 
ſtate and anſwer Objections are equally eaſy 
and natural to him, and as I dont doubt but 
his whole Life has been ſpent in conſidering 


the Argument, ſo its very hard if fome- 


nts that perhaps ever did or 

appear in Print, under a well-go- 

vern'd State, and in defiance of its Laws; 
fo I ſhall not much wonder if hereafter Apo- 
logies ap in favour of Highwaymen, 
and Street-Robbers. His next Objection 
like all the reſt is of his own making, and 
conſequently is not the Objection that ſhould 
be made; it is, That this Buſineſs is rather 
judicial than ſerviceable to the Publick. 

If the rather had been left out the Objec- 
tion would have ſtood more fair; for the 
Object ion ſhould really have been, that it is 
| abſolutely 


_ cant be faid in favour of one of the 
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ever d 
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abſolutely prejudicial, and no Way ſervice- 
able to the Publick. His Reaſons in gene- 
ral are, that this or that Rank of People 
ſometimes want Money to pay their Work- 
mens Wages, &c. and don't chuſe to trou- 
ble their Friends, Sc. I anſwer, that if 
theſe were the only Caſes in Queſtion they 
are very bad ones, for every Body knows 
who is acquainted with Trade, that no Man 
living can afford to pay half Thirty per 
Cent. for Money. And if Men once pre- 
ſume to act as Maſters, and pay a Month's 
Intereſt for a Week's Loan at Thirty per 
Cent. which is 120 per Cent. they muſt ei- 
ther ſoon break to the Prejudice of thoſe 
who truſt them P or find ſome 

bad Ways of impoſing upon their Cu- 
Mod Bray and perhaps both. And I fancy 
that the Apologiſt will not be able to pro- 
duce a fingle Inſtance of any one Man be 
he never ſo cunning in other Reſpects that 
dealt with the Pawnbrokers and traded 
long ; but when we deſcend to the labour- 
ing People it is ſtill worſe, they earn but a 
bare Support at beſt, and if out of their 
weekly Pay of perhaps Ten Shillings they 
pay Three-pence, it is in proportion more 
than is paid in Taxes to the State on Lands 
and Conſumptions, and muſt inevitably con- 
tribute to render them at once ſo much the 
more poor, wretched and diſtreſs'd, and 
which is more frequently laid out in Gin- 


ſhops 
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ſhops than for Neceſſaries of Life, which at 
once ruins their Conſtitutions, ſpoils them 
for common Labour, and in the End makes 
them Thieves and Vagabonds, and is I will 
venture to ſay, the chief Grounds why there 
are more of theſe unhappy People in Pro- 
portion within the Bills 23 Mortality than in 
any other Part of England, or perhaps in 
all England; beſides it being literally true, 
that bad Profeſſions encourage and propa- 
gate bad Morals, and conſequently improve 
the Number of bad People * 4 in Oo 

Places, the People are y an - 
— 5 till yen art and Attornies tak 
in upon and poiſon their Health or Princi- 
ples, ſo in Londen they would be laborious 
and induſtrious did not the Swarm of 
Pawnbrokers lay the Foundation of their 
Idleneſs and Villany, by firſt ſending them 
to the Gin-ſhops, and from thence to the 
Gallows. 


Now to put this Matter out of Diſpute, 

the Apologitt ſuppoſes two Caſes ; the firſt 
is, That a Perſon wanting twenty Pounds 
on Plate had better pay 'T'wenty per Cert. 
as he fays, but why not Thirty per Cent. 
than ſell it, becauſe he then loſes both Fa- 
ſhion and Duty, and in this Caſe only pays 
Ten Shillings per Month ; for that is the 
Fact, for Six Months this amounts to three 


Pounds, and if he ſells Seventy-three Oun- | 


CES, 
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Silverſmith or Banker, 


1 


es, the Loſs will be Three Pounds Thir- 


teen Shillings; therefore by pledging his 
Plate he will ſave Thirteen Shillings. This 
is the Force of the ent, and to ſuch 
unaccuſtom'd to Calculation looks well e- 
nough, but there are three more Points to 
be conſider d to ſet this Matter quite right. 
2 firſt is, whether Plate 1 borrow 
at Five Cent. or at any 

Part of the R_— The next is, what he 
ys if he is Fool enough to pawn it twice 
ix Months. The laſt is, ſuppoſe he never 
redeem it. That any Man may have Mo- 
ney on Plate at Five oe Cent. from any 
hope the Apologiſt 

wont have the Affurance to diſpute, and if 
he be ſo ignorant as not to know this, and 
to give Thirty, has the Pawnbroker a Right 
to take it; and if he pawns it on thoſe 
Terms for a Twelve-month then he loſes 
Two Pounds Seven Shillings more than if 
he ſold it; and if the Pawnhbroker keeps it, 
as he by his own Confeſſion never lends 
more than Four Shillings and Six-pence per 
Ounce on the beſt Plate, and can always 
ſell it to the Refiner at Five Shillings and 
Six-pence, he conſequently gains 3 J. 3 8. 
But there is ſomething more to be .faid on 
both Sides; if the Plate be uſeful and fa- 
ſhionable, and undamag'd by much Wear, 
or great Bruiſes, and eſpecially if not of that 
Kind which is much ſolder' d; both the 
F Pledger 
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Pledger can have, and in Courſe the Paun- 


broker can fell it to thoſe who keep open 
Shop for at leaſt Six Shillings per Ounce : 
And this makes Three Pounds Three Shil- 
lings more real Difference in the Account, 
by the Pledger's Loſs and the Pawnbroker's 
Gain united. As to Jewels, the Affair I 


am afraid will turn out much worſe, inſo- 


much as they are y leſs underſtood 
by the Pledger than the Pawnbroker, and 
alter in Value, which is ſeldom the Caſe of 
Plate; now the Pawnbroker is appriz'd of 
this, and whether Jewels be on the Riſe or 
Ts = = he makes 
it wer his En 3 ö z you mi 
indeed give the 3 Cn 
for that Diamond Ring, but Diamonds are 


twelve, ſo will not lend at moſt above 


Eight, and very probably gets Eight 
the Loan. I fay very 1 CA 
the Apologiſt fays himſelf not one Pledge 
in ten is ever redeem'd. And I think ten 
to me is ſufficient for Probability; and the 
ewellers of Reputation aver, and I have 
eaſon to believe very truly, that will re- 
rchaſe after long Wear at 30 per Cent 


rofit including Workmanſhip, ſo that here 
is at leaſt Cent. per Cent. acquir'd on ſuch 
Pledges, that had the Owners gone to my 
Friends Dubamel or Naylor in Covent Gar- 
den, they might cither have had full Value, 
of 


fallen much, and at beſt it was never worth | 


1 


Money at Five per Cent. and been thank'd 
for their Cuſtom, whilſt the Pawnbroker 
roba them in every Shape; and the A 
logiſt unluckily enough mentions a Kind of 
Goodz that by the common Senſe of Man- 
kind ought to be Felony, to take more than 
common Intereſt upon, becauſe the Money 
is to be had at that Rate any-where by an 
honeſt Owner, and which makes me ſuſ- 
dec. that few bring it to ſuch Shops that 
honeſtly by it; and conſequently 
that Pawnbrokers 4 not quite ſo 2 
lous about ſtollen Goods as they pre- 


tend. 

As to Wearing A the Argument 
en in the Con- 

ſequence to the Pawnbroker, tho' it is not 
to the Pled „ fince Money is not ſo readi- 
ly borrow' on A parel as on Plate, Jew- 
els, — and beſides that, the Loſs if fold, 
is much ; more eſpecially in Mens 
Apparel, Which i it is difficult 2 Half 
Value for when once made up for v 
obvious Reaſons; but this is nothing at 
to the Pawwnbroker, for if Half the Value 
can't be got in ſelling, he will not lend a- 
bove a Quarter, and fo they are of as much 
real Value to him as Plate, and perhaps 
more profitable, and as to Houſhold Goods 
the heavier Sort at leaſt are generally too 
cumberſome for him. 
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- Hx comes next to inform us, that even 
in Trade Pawnbrokers are uſeful, for that 


People who pledge to them in order to go 


to Market with Ready Money are in a bet- 
ter Situation than if they 
Months Credit. 


H1s Reaſoning hereon is of a Stamp 
with the reſt, and would be very idle to 
enter into, the Principle whereon he grounds 
it being falſe, fince all know who are ac- 
dane with Trade, that Three Months 

edit is Ready Money, and fo is often- 
times Six or Nine Months according to the 
Nature of the Buſineſs. 


H1s next Attempt is — 
which he has the Impudence. to attack once 


more, altho* as unluckily fible, for he 
conceives them under a Neat 1 Miſtake, by 


making ſome Acts that affect — | 


Theſe Acts I ſuppoſe may be iuch as pre- 
vented the Bailith from diſtreſſing the 
_ and frees them from being run to 


twenty Pound Expence, and held to Bail 


for a Bunch of Turnips, which to be fare 
Were 


very wicked Ads, 
ſite to the Notions of a Pawnbroker w 
Buſineſs is Oppreſſion; though I muſt for 
once fay ſo much in their Favour, that I 
conceive all their unjuſt Ways can in no 
Senſe 


bought on Three 
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Senſe equal the ion of the Law, 
previous to thoſe Acts, and if it has brought 


en 

at Cuſtom to their Shops ; bad as the Conſe- 

go ence is, it is better than it was before, 

ot all were Pawnbrokers in Effect who 
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- unlck the Prod nption be a good the: 
Preſumption be a one, tha 

lit, | when a Man dots 4 bad or fooliſh Thing 

re- twice, the Repetition juſtifies the Act, 

he which no Perſons but ſuch as are as caſe- 

to harden'd as the Apologiſt ever dreamt of 

)0- He next aſks, whence it comes, that 

ole ſuch Monſters, &c. have any Buſineſs to 

for do, and that People ſhould for many 

I Years together go on in the ſame Roa 

no and concludes it can't be thought Neceſſity, 

nſe Ta | ſince 
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fnce tha makes them more ; quick-ſight- 
c. 


S8 S1R Gilbert Heathcote, whom I believe 
the Apologiſt will own, underſtood theſe 
Matters, and the Diſpoſitions of Mankind 
as well at leaſt as moſt Men of the A 
ve it as his Opinion in his Advice 
ettling 9 Colony of Georgia, that no 
Credit be in Life, 
his Reaſons 1 T There are, 
fays he, two Sorts of People in the World, 
wiz. the Longheads and the Headlongs* j 
Now if the — are not check'd in 
their Career of Folly, and the _ 
curb'd by ſevere Laws, they would 
the Subſtance of the Headlongs, and ia 
the Colony 8 of Diſtreſs and 4 
On the Principles our — 
9 ture acted, when they Nr ＋ ar 
Powibrobag and 7 die always 
that the moſt ignorant and laborious Part.of 
the People, are the chief Support of 4 * 
State, and therefore ought now particu 
to be protected againſt Oppreſſion, by ag nyo? 
who are more at Leiſure to acquire a fupe- 
rior Knowledge of the World. Sh:lock, 
the Few of Venice, is an inimitable Picture 
of a Pawnbroker, and you never ſee Mack- 
lin appear in the Character, but you at the 
ſame Time ſee the true and natural Portrait 
of the Apologiſt ; who appears next to * 
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that ſelling pledg'd Goods without account 
to the Owner is equally laudable and juſt, 


as all the reſt; he proves it thus: The 


Pledger is at Liberty to redeom his Goods, 
or to get ſomebody elſe to do it for him, 
or to ſell them in the Broker's Shop, unleſs 
as he alſo obſerves, the Pledger intends to 


lay a Snare for the Broker whereon to found 


an Action of Trover. This, unleſs, deſtroys 
all the reſt, but concludes, if he concludes 
any thing, that if this Redemption don't 
happen, the Broker has a Right to ſell them 
himſelf without Account; it is impoſſible 
to anſwer this Kind of Reaſoning, otherwiſe 
than by ſaying, it is the Reaſoning of a 
Pawnbroker. He obſerves further, that 
People make a graftice of buying bad 
Goods in Monmouth Street, as ſcowred 
Brocades and old Laces, &c. in order to let 
them lye ſome Years untill fold, and then 
bring their Actions, and ſwear the Goods 
to be of great Value, but what does this 
prove more, than that it is common a- 
mongſt Thieves to fink upon and cheat one 
another, and is a great Happineſs, as it 
contributes in ſome meaſure to keep each o- 
ther in awe, and make the unhappy few 
who are innocent in ſome Reſpects fare the 
better, by putting the Broker on reflecting 


| how dangerous it will be to venture deeper 


in the Mire of Extortion and Robbery.----- 
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- The Way he ſells the |: 
tentimes is not improper to mention here, 
becauſe there is ſomething in the Manner, 
new and inſtructing to the Generality 
of Mankind ; Maid Servants, and 


Bak che Lun} — 
the Broker diſcovering, he makes the fol- 
lowing Propoſal: It matters not, my Dear; 
ſays he, whether you have all the _— 
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- you may either leave the Goods in 
* for the Reſidue, or bring ſomething 
elſe of adequate Value, until you can raiſe 
ſo much; reforc'd at this genteel Offer, the 
poor filly Girl complies, and fo pa pays Inte- 
reſt for her Cloaths befbre in fat buys 
them. Another Method is this, Dolly by 
viſiting the Broket ſees a Gowh or a 
Cap the facies, ſhe wotild buy it but can't 
have atiyMoney ll ſhe pets her Wages: : It 
RR.) the cunhing Broker, lets 
ice, and I will keep it for 


4 


ou, & « * get your Money, D » 
Ra aptures at the Thought of 1 Da 

ing a fine Gown, or laced Cap, s 6 
pay Intereſt for What ſhe * has, nor 


ps ever will have; ſo that the Broker 
often gets Six of Tivelve Months Intereſt 
for _— and often Part of the Pur- 
chaſe-Money, and the whole Gown into 

the Bargain; and if the Apologilt preſumes 
to itn theſe Facts, I 12 prove them, 
and many more equally wicked and op- 
pieſſſve, when he produces his Books be- 
fore a Cominittee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which if I undetſtand him right is 
what he means by a properPlace. 
AND now we toll to the moſt impor- 


tant Point of all, and for the Sake whereof 


only I have taken the Trouble to anſwer the 
Apologiſt s falſe Reaſoning, Ribaldry and 
Nonſenſe, and was indeed the chief tho” 
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unlucky Reaſon, if he could have any, for 
expoſing his Profeſſion ; a Point fo intereſt. 
ing, that were it poſſible to grow into a 

Law, I ſhould believe nothing hereafter im- 
poſlible : That is to fay, the Public Allow- 
ance of this Buſineſs ; for whatever ſuch Al- 


TF 


28222  z20n 20, 


TE 


the State, than if they 


mitations of 2 as the * f 
will be a Part, and is with lowering 


FS RAST TSR FSS EFF ZT 7 7 


- "C P 
4 L * ET * 
e * WY n — 2 ** 4 
7 ö * . 
” q . 


( 43) 


tereſt, and limiting the Number of Pown- 


brokers the very Soul of ſuch a Bill. 


Tux Apologiſt in the Perſon of his ima- 
gin'd Adverſary, in the Form 2 
tion fays, that Pawnbroking is to 
give Encouragement to various Mechanicks 
to pledge other Peoples Goods; as alſo to 
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ple; or whether it idle and dif- 
order! People is no Part o their Concer, 
their $ being only to take the Pled- 
ges and lend the Money: unleſs ſo 
extraordinary occurs,as aBeggar coming wi 
* Chac'd Gold Watch, or a rich Diamond 
Ring, © &c. their own Safety, and the 
of loſing the Money they lend 
them naturally enough upon enquiring 
they come by them. But this is 
neral Courſe of Buſineſs, about 
8 
d i to what e 
S 
App WRee nope . n, we? 
came with proper ty to 
them ſo. But, ſays the Apologift, if Peo- 
pe are vir crane againſt the 
s, is not the Law open to them? 
To which I anſwer, That it is on the one 
Side, = according to his own Account 
we 
none but Villains 


fides that he inſiſts 
make uſe of jt. Now if both theſe Matters 
be true, to what purpoſe is the Law, which 
can ſeldom be executed, and when execut- 
ed wicked. I ſhall only obſerve two Things 
on this Kind of writing, that there is no 
Profeſſion ſo bad, but what may make Uſe 
of the ſame Plea, and to the ſame Purpoſe 
as the Apologiſt, which in ſome Meaſure 
. 
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Why 
What Analogy is here drawn 
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Now there are two Laws, as he calls 
them, but means too Kinds of Laws, viz. 


Common and Statute Law, The Common 
Law 
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Law he defines to be the Traditions of wiſe 


Men, and thence concludes it very fooliſh, 


the Subſtance whereof is, that no Pawnee 


. 


Right to ſell or convert 


e 


the Pawnee may his 
againſt the Pawner for the 


to his old Plea of 
is al 


| this to the 
of reaſon- 
e 
y and unlawſully, then may the High- 
wayman recur to the like, and urge the 
Spirit of the Law in ſupport of his Iniquity. 
might he not : his Horſe which muſt 
be a Piſtol, Powder, Ball 
and Hanger, his Bridle Saddle, Diſguiſes 
and Cloaths, and his ordinary and 
extraordinary for Cover and Safeguard, as 
well as Victuals, Drink, and Lodging, and 
if all theſe will not amount to four Hun- 
dred Pounds a-year, and to lay up Seventy- 
, five 
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* Ha Sue, _— Og and therefore 
* &- whether WS 10 
. Y y conſiderable, as Ready Money Wraps 
„ conſiderable a 0 bear the 3 
dhe —_ is left 124 
the Pawnbroker i thence eft to their 
; is a Kind of 2 as 
ountanier 
(which 


2 of the Law, Ms ha ref 
— phe to claim the ſime In- 

. and then it is evident, there will 
ind of Differe between lawſul 
. To com 


City of London, and the Aid of the 
Moby which laſt are kept in due Decorum 


by 
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